The Effects of Overgrazing Pasture

Repeatedly grazing plants above ground without sufficient rest periods results in
slower root growth below ground.

If at least 50% of the leaf mass is left on a plant after grazing, then the roots
will continue to grow.

Before Grazing With 50% leaf mass Cvergrazed
left above ground

If the livestock is permitted to either eat too much leaf matter from any one
individual plant, or to re-graze the plant before it has time to recover properly
then root growth will slow, or even stop and roots may be shed off.

The negative consequences of grazing pasture too short will be amplified when
the pasture plants are stressed for example by drought, or if the soil is
water-logged or compacted.

Grazing for too long or too often Poor productivity & persistence
Coming back to graze too soon More unwanted weeds
Grazing at the wrong time Less resilience to extreme weather

Allimages and text © Pen Rashbass. Licensed for used under Creative Commons License CC BY-SA
4.0 Funding for resources provided through SE & North Pasture & Profit Programmes



*PASTURE Howirart

FOR LIFE =ommen (90

.

uu.m.-...,-._.l

I'I:IH LIFE . T une
-n-.—-.- sl ud
[Fra—yr o — .

ﬁq_



